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of mystery, which is a great consoler. For
economy's sake, he used to write on post-cards,
but always with a great deal of care, so that the
postman should be none the wiser. I have such a
post-card before me now; it is an answer to
a proposal of mine that he should come in and
take dinner with us :

"Nov. 29, 1877.

" The Sharpshooter's friendly shot just received.
By adroitly porting my helm, and hauling out my
flying jib, I shall, by 7 o'clock this evening, be able
to get the weather-gauge of the Cape I was bound
for, and run into your Terrace. Thine.

"REEFER."

Nothing, surely, could be more discreet than that.

To the very last he was anxious to regain his old
place as a man of letters, and his persistency was
really quite pathetic. One did not know what to do
with his suggestions. I appeal to any one acquainted
with the business of literature whether anything
can be more trying than to receive this sort of
communication :

" Don't you think curiosity might be aroused if

you could induce the editor of the---------to print

something of this kind: 'We understand that a
leading periodical will shortly contain a Dramatic
Scene by the Author of " Orion/' entitled 'The Circle
of the Regicides," in which such interlocutors as
Dr. Kobold, Prof. Franz Tollkopf, Hans Arbeits-
dulder, and Baron Dumm von Ehrsucht will repre-
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